Staphylococcus aureus brainstem abscess in a Brazilian Amazon man. Case report.
The brainstem is an uncommon site for a brain abscess. It accounts for less than 4% of all posterior cranial fossa abscesses, and less than 1% of all intracranial abscesses. The pons is the most common site for these abscesses. The aim of the present report was to describe the case of a Brazilian Amazon man with a brainstem abscess (BSA) managed with combined surgical drainage and systemic antibiotic therapy. This case reinforces the importance of an early suspicion of BSA in patients with unexplained fever and neurologic deficits, especially sixth and seventh cranial nerve lesions, to minimize permanent damage.